
The Essex County Backyard – March 2020 
Spring will finally be here later this month.  It feels good to be outside working in the 
yard and listening to the songbirds who have recently returned from their Winter 
vacations.  Now’s a good time to put out bird houses and bird feeders to welcome them 
back.   

We can get out and start vigorously raking the yard and uncover the perennial beds.  
Enjoy the Spring bulbs that will be popping up now that the weather is warmer and the 
sun is stronger. 

There’s a few more weeks left for open burning, April 30th is the 
state cutoff date.  Make sure to be safe and follow your towns 
burning permit guidelines.  Once the fire is completely out spread 
the ash over your lawn or gardens.  This will strengthen the overall 
health of your lawn or garden plants. 

Evaluate your lawn for grub damage.  If you see birds hunting in the 
lawn or mole damage you could have a grub problem.  Shovel up a 
scoop of lawn soil and search for the grubs.  If you find them, now is 
the time to apply Dylox granules to stop the damage. 

The salt from Winter snow clearing takes a toll on your lawn.  Gypsum is a great soil 
amendment to use against this salt damage.  Gypsum, calcium sulfate, removes sodium 
and replaces it with calcium and sulfur, both are soil micronutrients.  Gypsum causes 
the soil to pull together to create porous spaces that water, air and plant roots can move 
into.  This increases water storage and reduces erosion. Spread Gypsum on the roadside 
edges of your lawn where the plows have pushed the snow and salt.  

Our bulk landscaping materials will be arriving by the truckload early in March.  We’ll 
have 4 colors of mulch, Super Loam and Brick Ends Compost.  We are happy to load 
your truck for you or can deliver for a fee.  Have a load of Super Loam delivered to fill in 
the damage left by the Winter plows or bare spots in your lawn.   

This is the perfect time to topdress your lawn, gardens and perennial beds with 
compost.  Spread an inch of compost over your gardens as a soil conditioner, dig it in if 
you prefer.  Gardens regularly amended with compost hold air and water better, drain 
more efficiently and produces stronger plants that have fewer insect and disease 
problems.  

Give your lawn a treat and topdress it 1/4-1/2 inch deep 
with Brick Ends Organic Compost.  Mow your grass on the 
shorter side and spread the compost, filling any unsightly 
holes.  The compost will settle in adding organic matter to 
the soil to help build up the soil flora.  

Gardeners itching to plant outside can start sowing peas and lettuces once the soil is 
workable.  It’s time to start tomatoes, broccoli, cauliflower and kale indoors.  Essex Co-
Op has seeds, trays and soil to help you get your garden started right in our seasonal 
aisle. 



Take care of unsightly moss in your yard.  Moss likes to grow in wet, shady, acidic soil. 
Trimming branches on overhead trees will brighten up the area by letting more sunlight 
through.  Bring a sample of your lawns soil into the Co-Op and we will test your soils Ph.  
We may recommend adding lime to your lawn to raise the Ph.  Topdressing your lawn 
with compost is another great amendment.  

It’s a good time to send your mower in for a Spring service.  Make sure to 
change or sharpen the blades and change the oil and filter.  Check your 
weed wacker for any needed maintenance.   

While your fruit and ornamental trees are still dormant give them a 
spray of Dormant Oil to protect them from overwintering insects such 
as aphids, scales, bud moths and mites.  Spray Bonide All Season 
Horticultural Dormant Oil when the temperature is at least 40ᵒ.   

Cut down on the invasion of gypsy moths now by searching for their egg 
masses and spray them with Dormant Oil.  Gypsy Moths egg masses are 

tan fuzzy, 1-2 inches long, clumps found around trees and 
other protected areas.  A quick search and spray now will 
save your trees from these hungry invaders later in the 
season.  

Keep yourself and your family safe from Lyme Disease carrying ticks and 
other insects by spraying your clothing with Sawyer Premium Insect 
Repellent, a 0.5% Permethrin spray.  Treated clothing, tents and sleeping 
bags will have an odorless barrier of protection for 6 weeks or 6 washing 
with just one application.  

Don’t forget to drop off your Chick Preorders by March 14th to pick up your baby chicks 
on April 3rd.  Our chicks are sexed and vaccinated for Mareks.  New to poultry?  Plan on 
attending our Nutrena Chick Seminar on April 25th at 10am. 


